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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  InfcorfrWo&tSrGAoajiment  of  Agriculture 


\  Dear  Farm  Broadcaster 


March  1,  1957 
Letter  No.  758 


Back  from  abo^ijhi^teAAfts^  two  weeks  of  traveling  and  seeing  kindred 
souls  that  we  ever  had,  lit**  'nate  on  these  flashing  experiences 

and  peruse  our  copious  notes  in  thecSSBWrtlat  makes  for  best  assimilation. 
Probably  no  one,  to  date,  has  benefitted  from  this  trip  except  the  writer  but 
we  learned  much  and  now  a  whole  new  vista  appears  to  us  in  this  job. 

California,  There  He  Go 

For  a  long  time  some  of  the  best  farm  broadcasting  in  the  country  has 
been  done  in  the  States  of  California,  Oregon,  and  Washington.    Distance,  how- 
ever, has  kept  many  of  the  broadcasters  from  sharing  in  the  exchange  of  ideas 
and  experiences  and  participating  in  National  gatherings  of  the  profession. 
Though  the  boys  in  Washington  and  Oregon  have  held  a  few  meetings ,  not  since 
19^  has  it  been  possible  for  the  scattered  RFDs  in  the  vast  reaches  of 
California  to  get  together. 

It  was  our  privilege  to  be  present,  along  with  Nat'l  Ass'n  of  Radio  & 
Tel.  Farm  Dir.  President  Jack  Timmons,  KWKH,  Shreveport,  at  this  first  meet- 
ing of  the  newly  created  SW  Pacific  region  group,  at  Fresno,  California.  We 
salute  these  fellows  on  this  fine  meeting  and  wish  for  them  all  the  benefits 
that  fraternity,  mutual  exchange  of  ideas  and  joint  tackling  of  the  common 
problems  can  bring.    A  report  of  this  conclave  appeared  in  last  week's  Letter. 

Then,  Up  in  the  Northwest  - 

The  NW  Pacific  group  has  been  more  gregarious  through  the  years,  probably 
because  more  of  them  were  close  together,  and  some  have  managed  frequently  to 
attend  National  meetings  at  Chicago  and  to  play  active  roles  in  NATRFD  affairs. 
A  few  years  back,  Bill  Moshier,  KOMO,  Seattle,  was  once  sec'y-treas.  of  the 
National  organization.    The  Northwest  regional  group  now  meets  twice  yearly, 
the  annual  meeting  being  concurrent  to  the  Pacific  International  Livestock 
Show.    The  other  is  a  sales  clinic,  where  they  attack  the  problems  endemic  to 
the  necessity  for  consistent  and  satisfactory  commercial  sponsorship  to  keep 
the  channels  of  farm  information  open  on  their  respective  stations.    A  list  of 
RFDs  attending  the  Seattle  meeting  was  in  last  week's  Letter.    Jack  Timmons  did 
a  magnificent  job  in  Fresno  and  Seattle  in  describing  the  functions  of  the 
NATRFD  and  explaining,  for  the  benefit  of  commercial  managers,  station  managers, 
farmers  and  others  present,  what  it  means  to  be  a  farm  broadcaster. 

In  addition  to  many  commercial  people,  the  Seattle  meeting  featured  a 
panel  of  farm  folks  who  spoke  on  the  value  of  farm  broadcasting. 

Timmons  had  to  skedaddle  from  Seattle  back  home  to  Shreveport  and  over 
to  the  weather- cotton  meeting  at  Stoneville,  Miss.,  while  we  took  the  Oregon 
trail  (new  version)  back  to  Portland  with  Ivan  Jones,  KGW,  Portland,  and 
Mrs.  Jones,  dropping  her  at  their  ranch  on  the  way,  then  appearing  on  Ivan's 
show  next  morning. 
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-  Extending  to  the  AAACE  Meeting 

Bill  Drips,  KOIN-TV,  Portland;  came  into  town  from  Welches  to  greet  us 
and  showed  off  his  own  set-up  as  well  as  the  regional  forestry  headquarters 
and  other  radio-TV  and  USDA  interests  around  The  Rose  City.    That  afternoon 
we  flew  to  Spokane  for  a  nocturnal  skull  session  with  Tom  Temple ton,  KHQ,  and 
Ernie  Jorge n sen  and  Ken  Hutchinson,  KNJ!H>         were  kind  enough  to  sit  with 
us  in  the  Hotel  lobby  until  all  hours.    Next  morning  on  an  early  bus  to 
Washington  State  College  at  Pullman  for  study  sessions  with  extension  editor 
Al  Bond  and  assistants  Anna  Jim  Bricks on  and  Sherrill  Carlson  and  Ext.  radio 
chief  Harold  Garrett.    Harold  has  been  there  since  Nov.  coming  from  a  farm  job 
on  ITU  J,  Walla  Walla.    A  good  natured  fellow  with  a  wife  and  five  youngsters, 
Harold  is  already  high  in  the  esteem  of  Washington  farm  broadcasters.  Next 
and  last  stop  was  the  Western  Regional  Amer.  Ass'n  of  Agri.  Col.  Editors  meet- 
ing at  Ocean  Lake,  Ore.    Chairman  Al  Bond  passed  the  gavel  over  to  new  chairman 
Bill  Calkins,  of  the  Univ.  of  Calif. 

—  But  That's  Not  All 

Earlier  in  the  trip,  we  had  visited  Howard  Bail,  Rieland  Quinn,  et  al, 
on  the  Berkeley  campus  of  the  Univ.  of  Cal.  and  George  (Hap)  Hafer  on  the  Eavis 
campus,  then  looked  in  at  the  USDA  regional  utilization  lab  at  Albany,  near 
Berkeley,  where  an  occasional  good  research  story  is  born.    At  Sacramento  we 
visited  Info.  Director  Merle  Hussong  and  new  ass't  Bob  Anderson  at  the  State 
Department  of  Agriculture  (they  do  a  lot  of  radio  and  TV);  with  John  Ternus 
of  KBET,  Sacramento;  with  Hamilton  Hintz  and  Charles  Duncan  of  the  McClatchy 
stations  and  Ray  Rogers  of  KFBK,  Sacramento.    Old  timer  Henry  Schacht,  KNEC, 
Bill  Adams,  KGO,  and  Gordon  Roth,  KCBS,  had  already  given  us  a  good  look  at 
their  operations  in  San  Francisco. 

What  Does  It  All  Mean? 

Much  of  what  we  learned,  both  educational  and  just  plain  interesting, 
will  be  coming  out  a  little  at  a  time  in  subsequent  issues  and  will  forever 
after  have  a  bearing  on  the  way  we  try  to  do  our  job  here.    Much  credit  for 
success  of  the  trip  goes  to  Stan  Livingston,  area- market  information  officer 
for  the  AMS  western  region,  San  Francisco,  who  helped  make  appointments  and 
get  places  with  conservation  of  time.    We  only  wish  the  rest  of  the  Radio  and 
Television  Service  staff  here  could  have  the  same  experience. 

Farmers  on  the  Phone  Again 

REA  says  dial  service  and  radio  connections  are  helping  put  more 
isolated  farmers  on  the  phone.    The  Crop  Reporting  Board  reports  for  the  first 
time  in  history  over  one-half  of  the  farmers  in  the  U.S.  have  telephone  service. 
New  England  leads  with  83  percent  of  farms  with  phones,  mid- Atlantic  and  Pacific 
States  70  to  79  percent.    South  Atlantic  and  South  Central  less  than  50$  -  U.S. 
total  51.9$  or  about  2%  million  Gordon  (Soil  Bank)  Webb  reports  indica- 
tions are  that  more  than  20  million  acres  will  be  put  in  the  Soil  Bank  Conserva- 
tion  Reserve  this  year.  .  .  .FAS  reports  the  New  Zealand  Meat  Producers  Board 
is  planning  to  use  TV,  for  the  first  time,  in  promoting  meat  sales  in  London 
and  other  cities.    It  plans  both  30  and  15  second  commercials.  .  .Six  outstand- 
ing k-E  Club  members  arrived  here  today  to  make  a  "Report  to  the  Nation"  during 

Nat'l  k-E  Club  Week,  Mar.  2-9  AMS  and  Cornell  U.  report  survey  in  NE 

shows  more  fresh  produce  to  be  packaged  in  consumer  units.    About  one  fifth  of 
all  fruits  and  vegetables  in  stores  now  prepackaged. 
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Fresh  Fruits  of  Market  Research 

In  the  March  "Agricultural  Marketing"  released  today,  AMS,  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  Argonne  National  Laboratory  and  the  Army  Quartermaster,  reports 
the  prospect  of  prolonging  the  market  life  of  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  by 
atomic  radiation.    Drs.  Beraha  and  Ramsey  have  experimented  in  stopping  or 
delaying  such  common  diseases  as  gray "mold  of  strawberries  and  grapes,  Rhizopus 
rot  of  strawberries,  brown  rot  of  peaches,  blue .mold  of  apples  and  citrus 
fruit,  and  others.    The  National  Academy  of  Sciences  reports  that  experiments 
to  date  indicate  that  irradiated  foods  do  not  become  radioactive  and  will  be 

safe  to  use  The  Oregon-Washington-Califomia  Pear  Bureau  Research 

Committee  and  AMS  scientists  report  as  much  as  125  hours  can  be  saved  in  cool- 
ing Anjou  pears  packed  in  fiberboard  cartons  if  plenty  of  air  space  is  provided 

between  rows  of  boxes  in  the  warehouse  AMS  reports  the  trends  in 

marketing  frozen  orange  juice.    The  specialists  estimate  if  other  regions 
bought  as  much  per  person  as  the  Northeast;  sales  would  be  boosted  50$.  Last 
season  use  of  frozen  orange  juice  in  the.  Northeast  ran  about  50  percent  more 
than  in  the  North  Central  region,  and  almost  twice  as  much  as  in  the  South. 
Other  articles  discuss  "Household  Food  Consumption  Patterns",  Regulatory 
Programs,  Etc. 

Maple  Syrup  "Across  the  Fence" 

A  "Maple  Week"  will  highlight  March  activities  of  the  Vermont  Ext. 
Service  on  its  "Across  the  Fence"  program  on  WCAX-TV,  Burlington.    Ext.  TV 
specialist  Karin  Kristiansson  reports  they're  expecting  a  lot  of  fun  with 
maple  producers,  maple  scientists,  maple  packers,  maple  cooks,  the  maple 

queen  and  maple  eaters  March  11,  Free  Lancer,  John  (Roses)  Bradshaw, 

Toronto,  starts  the  fifth  season  of  his  f ive-noons-a-week  network  farm  and 
garden  show  with  18  stations,  having  recently  added  one.    We  plan  to  celebrate 

with  John  "by  hanging  his  picture  on  our  wall  Last  Sat.,  Washington's 

birthday  weekend,  Ted  Hutchcroft  of  our  staff  visited  Ruth  Alampi's  WRCA-TV, 
1  to  1:30  "Home  Gardener  and  Handyman"  show.    Ted  reports  Ruth  started  with  a 
still  picture  feature  on  the  "Right  and  Rung  Ways  to  Use  Ladders :  A  Step  by 
Step  Approach".    She  had  a  guest  Co.  Agt.  from  N.J.  to  provide  timely  tips  on 
lawn  care.    Her  third  feature  was  a  how-to- do- it  demonstration  on  candlemaking. 
Ruth  took  the  project  from  the  wax-melting  on  through  to  the  molds,  the  wicks, 
and  ending  with  the  completed  candles.    Next  step  would  be  to  burn  them  at 
one  end  only. 

Food  Demand  to  Continue  Strong 

USDA's  Outlook  and  Situation  Board  expects  '57  food  supplies  will  run 
close  to  the  record  level  of  last  year.    Demand  in  this  country  will  probably 
continue  strong,  with  a  possible  record  level  of  consumer  income.  Consumers 
may  spend  a  little  more  for  food,  but  about  the  same  share  of  their  total 
income  as  in  '56.    The  gradual  upward  trend  in  marketing  charges  is  expected 

to  continue  March  5j  hearings  will  resume  here  on  the  proposed  Federal 

quarantine  against  witchweed,  latest  threat  to  corn  and  kindred  crops  

March  6,  USDA  will  release  an  announcement  on  the  best  all-purpose  insect 
repellant  so  far  developed.    It  is  at  least  twice  as  longlasting  as  the  next 
best.  .  .  .March  7-8,  Director  Henry  Skinner,  of  the  National  Arboretum,  will 
tell  the  National  Street  Tree  and  Tree  Utilization  Conference,  at  Cleveland, 
more  about  the  new  and  better  shade  trees  now  being  developed  in  nurseries 
and  botanical  gardens  throughout  the  country.    The  preliminary  announcement 
made  here  yesterday  indicates  the  long-time  job  of  breeding  new  hybrid  maple 
trees  and  old  trees  bred  to  grow  in  new  regions  is  beginning  to  show  results. 
Dr.  Skinner  will  report  the  honeylocust  and  English  hawthorn  of  the  Midwest 
are  being  bred  to  thrive  in  the  East. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  March  K-9 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  March  9,  9:30  to  9:^5  am  EST. 

ABC  "^merican  Farmer"  -  Sat.  March  9,  12:10  to  12:30  p.m.  EST.    "Top  of 
the  Farm  News"  with  Jack  Towers.    Features:  "Report  on  Rural  Youth  Conference  in 
the  Far  East"  with  Ed  Alton,  FES  and  Warren  Schmidt,  National  k-E  Club  Foundation. 

t)  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat,  March  9,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 

USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "Highlights  Annual  Meeting  AMS's 
Council  on  Rural  Health." 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "The  Local  k-E 
Club  Leader  with  National  k-E  Winners  and  their  Leaders." 

t  USDA-TV  Program  Package  for  mailing  March  7:     "A  Milestone  for  Cattle"  - 
a  brief  outlook  in  7  photos  and  5  charts  and  map  showing  the  ups  and  downs  in 
cattle  numbers  and  what  numbers  now  on  farms  may  mean  in  cattle  prices. 

Tapes  to  Guide  Market  Veg.  Growers 

We  have  just  produced  tapes  on  '57  summer  and  fall  acreages  recommended 
to  vegetable  growers  for  planting  to  market  their  crops  at  a  profit.    We  are 
sending  tapes  covering  California  vegetables  and  each  of  the  big  potato  areas 
directly  to  those  we  think  are  interested.    The  tape  on  the  guides  for 
commercial  summer  and  fall  vegetable  areas,  other  than  California,  is  available 
here  to  dub  on  tapes  you  send  in.    This  tape,  in  interview  style,  has  a  cut  on 
vegetables  for  fresh  market  {k:15);  a  cut  on  vegetables  for  processing  (4:18); 
plus  an  introduction  explaining  the  guides  in  case  you  need  it  (2:30). 

Early  Worm  Gets  the  Bird 

When  the  22nd  annual  North  American  Wildlife  Conference  convenes  in 
Washington  on  Tues.  and  Wed.  next  week,  one  of  the  main  speakers  will  be  CBS 
farm  man,  Claude  Mahoney,  who  regularly  weaves  birds  and  bees  stuff  into  his 
daily  "Once  Over  Lightly"  at  7:^0  a.m.  on  WTOP  here.    His  topic  will  be  "Seeing 
and  Hearing  about  Conservation."    He  follows  Interior  Secretary  Fred  Seaton,  and 
is  part  of  a  panel  to  be  moderated  by  Palmer  Hoyt,  editor  and  publisher  of  "The 
Denver  Post".  .  .  .Claude,  by  the  way,  recently  pointed  out  to  his  listeners 
that  "the  first  robin  of  spring"  just  "ain't  so",  because  some  of  the  robins 
have  probably  been  around  all  the  time.    It's  not  rising  temperatures  that  bring 
these  out  into  the  open  as  much  as  the  availability  of  worms  which  find  their 
way  to  warm  topsoil.    Or  don't  you  believe  it? 


Sincerely, 

1j> 


Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television  Service 

P.S.    Know  of  any  identical- twin  beef  calves  near  Washington,  D.C.?    USDA  wants 
to  buy  more  for  its  cattle  feeding  experiments  starting  this  spring.    They  must 
be  less  than  five  months  old  and  available  within  200  miles  of  here.    Our  re- 
searchers have  found  these  rare  twins  very  useful  in  speeding  up  their  tests  at 
less  cost.    During  the  past  seven  years  at  Beltsville,  they've  used  k3  pairs 
of  identical  twin  calves.    For  comparable  results  they  would  have  needed  many 
more  ordinary  calves. 
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RFO 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

\ 

From 

Radio  ond  Televis 


ervice 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


March  8,  1957 
Letter  No.  759 


Go  to  the  kitchen  right  now  and  mark  these  dates  on  the  calendar 
June  17,  18  and  19.    That's  when  the  '57  spring  meeting  of  NATRFD  will  he 
held  here  in  Washington.    The  gathering  actually  begins  Sunday  p.m.  June  l6. 
Dates  were  set  Wednesday  "by  the  planning  committee  headed  by  Louis  Wilson. 
A  full;  three- day  program  of  meetings  and  entertainment  is  almost  firmed  up 
now,  with  tentative  approval  of  a  scheduled  visit  with  President  Eisenhower  at 
the  White  House.    Details  will  come  a  little  later.    In  due  course,  NATRFD 
members  will  get  registration  blanks  on  which  to  indicate  intention  to  attend, 
hotel  needs,  recording  wishes,  and  other  pertinent  data  to  help  make  the  con- 
clave a  success.  .   .   .  Attending  the  meeting  Wed.  were:    Louis  Wilson  and  Del 
Rucker ,  Nat'l  Plant  Food  Inst.;  NATRFD  Prexy  Jack  Timmons" KWKH,  Shreveport; 
(Jack  also  attended  a  meeting  of  Comm.  on  Rural  Civil  Defense  and  got  in  visits 
with  Sec'y  Benson  and  NARTB  Prexy  Harold  Fellows  while  here);  Claude  Mahoney^ 
CBS,  Washington; "Don  Pareil,  Am.  Ass'n  of  Railroads;  Hollis  Seavey,  Clear 
Channel  Broadcasting  Service;  Ed  Rider,  Nat'l  Ass'n  Margarine  Mfgrs;  Max 
Chambers ,  DelMarVa  Poultry  Industry;  Don  Lerch,  Donald  G.  Lerch  Co.;  Bernard 
Brenner,  UP;  Roy  Battles,  Nat'l  Grange;  Alice  Skelsey,  Bob  McMillen,  Jules 
Renaud,  Bert  Hutchison,  and  Layne  Beaty  of  the  USDA. 

Long-Range  Plains  Drought  Plan 

Tomorrow  over  ABC's  "American  Farmer"  network,  Under  Secretary  True  Morse, 
commenting  on  the  Great  Plains  Drought  Program,  will  point  out  that  as  civiliza- 
tion has  progressed  man  has  found  more  and  more  ways  to  dull  the  pain  and  lessen 
the  hardship  natural  disasters  bring.    He  will  indicate  that  the  many  effective 
programs  we  already  have  are  being  reexamined  to  be  sure  they  operate  at  maximum 
effectiveness.    The  Soil  Bank  in  drought  areas  is  being  reappraised  -  the  Great 
Plains  Program  is  being  vigorously  developed  -  the  Rural  Development  Program 
is  pushing  forward  -  and  a  speeded  up  educational  program  has  been  undertaken 
to  help  farm  people  understand  the  problems  of  their  particular  areas  and  to 
work  together  toward  their  solution. 

Wheat  and  Corn  Reseal  Programs  Announced 

Wed.  the  USDA  announced  a  reseal  program  for  '56  and  ' 55-crop  corn  now 
in  farm  storage  under  price  support.    Today  the  Department  just  announced  a 
reseal  program  on  '56  and  '55-crop  wheat.    Farmers  earn  storage  payments  for 
the  period  of  reseal  or  extended  reseal.    For  details  of  these  important 
programs  see  your  county  Agricultural  Stabilization  (ASC)  committee.  Farmers 
who  want  to  reseal  their  grain  or  convert  purchase  agreements  into  reseal  loans 
should  apply  to  their  ASC  committee  at  once. 
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U.S.  Technical  Help  to  India 

This  week  Missouri  Farm  Broadcast  reported  that  U.  of  Mo.  has  signed 
with  State  Department's  ICA  a  two-year  contract  to  furnish  technical  help 
requested  "by  the  Indian  Government  for  agricultural  institutions  of  India. 
Missouri  U  plans  to  send  four  to  eight  scientists  to  India,  "beginning  this 
spring,  to  get  effective  teaching,  research,  and  extension  programs  under  way. 
This  agreement  is  similar  to  the  ones  with  Kansas  State  College,  U.  of  111., 
U.  of  Term.,  and  Ohio  State  U. 

Broadcasters  'Buy'  Chicken  to  Eat 

Mary  Swickard,  Poultry  Division,  AMS,  who  recently  toured  ten  Midwest 
cities  with  her  demonstration  of  USDA  grading  and  certifying  of  poultry,  re- 
ports that  editors  and  "broadcasters  took  to  the  guarantees  of  wholesomeness 
and  quality  "best  when  accompanied  with  new  ways  of  cooking  and  serving  these 
old  favorites.    In  her  two-weeks  swing,  she  made  13  TV  appearances,  did  8 
radio  broadcasts,  chatted  with  13  metropolitan  daily  food  page  editors  and  2 
extension  agents.    In  Iowa,  she  also  found  time  to  make  a  5-minute  film  for 
distribution  to  12  Iowa  TV  stations,  and  a  radio  tape.    Both  film  and  tape 
will  "be  distributed  throughout  Iowa  by  the  State  Farm  Bureau. 

Interest  Growing  in  Rural  Development 

So  Joe  Doherty,  REP,  tells  us.    He  says,  as  more  resources  are  put  into 
local  development  projects,  we  are  likely  to  see  a  decided  step-up  in  activi- 
ties in  many  parts  of  the  country  in  the  next  few  months.    Farmers,  businessmen, 
and  organization  representatives  indicate  they  intend  to  use  the  Rural  Develop- 
ment Program  as  an  effective  new  way  to  stimulate  community  progress.  RDP 
Committees  of  Price  and  Sawyer  Counties,  Wis.,  are  getting  together  to  discuss 
problems  and  exchange  ideas;  in  Hardin  Co.  Tenn. ,  the  plan  is  to  plant  pine 
seedlings  on  600  now  barren  acres;  the  project  in  Watauga  Co.,  N.C.  is  to 
build  a  co-op  roadside  market  to  sell  farm  products  and  handicrafts;  Phillips 
Co. ,  Ark. ,  plans  to  build  a  sorghum  processing  mill;  in  a  Va.  pilot  county,  a 
local  power* company  has  offered  help  in  making  a  survey  of  industrial  sites 
and  possibilities;  while  in  Wayne  Co. ,  Ga. ,  the  idea  is  an  employment  service 
in  cooperation  with  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  to  help  farm  families  find  off- 
farm  jobs.    These  are  just  samples  of  the  many  different  community  efforts  to 
solve  old  problems. 

Of  Mikes  and  Men  - 

Ed  Slusarczyk,  reports  he  has  resigned  as  vp  and  station  mgr.  of  WBRV, 
Boonville,  N.Y.  and  now  as  pres.  and  treas.  of  Town  &  Country  Broadcasting  Co., 

is  planning  to  set  up  a  station  in  Remsen,  N.Y  Don  Lerch  tells  us 

Sept.  1  is  the  target  date  set  for  the  NATRFD  sales  brochure  and  radio  and  TV 

slide  presentations  In  his  annual  report,  Frank  Atwood,  OTIC,  Hartford, 

says  that  through  its  Farm  Youth  Program,  the  station  has  loaned  $68,1*05.25  in 
the  past  nine  years  to  buy  the  k-35  purebred  heifer  calves  its  35U  boy  and  girl 

partners  have  raised  Now  we  have  for  our  wall  a  complete  livestock 

feed  demonstration  by  Wayne  Liles  and  Jack  Tompkins  on  their  KWTV,  Oklahoma 
City,  farm  show.    Thanks  also  to  Jack  for  a  nice  note,  in  his  capacity  as 

vice-chairman  of  the  National  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  Committee  Henry 

Schacht,  KNBC,  San  Francisco,  reports  they  made  a  big  thing  of  NFB  Day  on 
both  his  morning  and  noon  broadcasts.    He  used  recordings  by  the  Governor, 
State  Dir.  of  Ag.,  and  Secretary  Benson  with  the  President's  statement  as  a 
good  send-off  on  both  shows.    Used  spots  throughout  the  day  when  he  could  fit 
them  in  schedule. 
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Better  Hog  Breeding  Plan  Forecast 

You  may  have  to  change  that  old  saw  to:  "Hybrid  corn  is  hybrid  hogs." 
ARS  animal  husbandman  H.  0.  Hetzer,  who  heads  the  long-range  hog  breeding  study 
underway  at  the  Department ' s  Research  Center  at  Eeltsville,  Md. ,  foresees  a 
plan  for  supplying  hog  farmers  with  better  breeding  stock.    It  is  similar  to 
that  used  to  increase  hybrid  corn  yields.    He  figures  that  by  following  the 
recurrent  selection  method  of  crossing  they  are  now  using  at  Beltsville  and 
at  Miles  City,  Montana,  we  can  get  more  efficient  market  hogs.    The  method  of 
applying  this  system  he  suggests  is  the  establishment  of  superior  pig  strains 
at  Ag.  Experiment  Stations  or  large  commercial  breeding  establishments.  These 
places  could  develop  superior  pig  strains  through  recurrent  selection  and 
supply  animals  to  farmers  who  wish  to  increase  the  hybrid  vigor  of  their  stock. 
Mr.  Hetzer  explained  the  details  of  this  plan  for  breeding  better  hogs  in  the 
March  issue  of  ARS's  "Agricultural  Research"  released  this  week.    These  studies 
will  continue  at  Beltsville  for  10  to  15  years. 

Seven- Year  U.S.  Cattle  Expansion  Ends 

This  week,  in  "The  Livestock  and  Meat  Situation",  AMS  reported  that 
although  output  of  all  meat  this  year  will  fall  below  last  year,  it  will  be 

second  only  to  that  record  year  Sheep  numbers  are  down  again,  but 

very  little.  .  .  .hog  prices  will  likely  remain  above  '56  until  late  this 

year  And  a  7-year  expansion  in  the  number  of  cattle  on  U.S.  farms 

has  ended.    Most  of  the  reduction  this  past  year  came  in  the  Great  Plains 
drought  region.    But  drought  wasn't  all.    The  previous  expansion  had  slowed 
as  early  as  '53.    The  economists  see  in  the  present  downturn  seme  of  the 
ear-marks  of  a  typical  cattle  cycle.    Most  cycles  continue  downward  for  a 
few  years.    This  one  will  probably  do  the  same  -  with  the  rate  depending  on 
weather  and  other  current  influences.    The  longer  range  outlook  for  prices 
to  producers  seems  brighter. 

Acreage  Reserve  Program  Sign-Up 

This  week,  too,  USDA  entomologists  announced  the  start  of  studies  to 
find  out  how  the  boll  weevil  manages  to  build  up  resistance  to  insecticides 
.  .  .  .Farmers  from  eight  counties  in  North  and  South  Carolina  went  on  record 
at  a  public  hearing  here  in  favor  of  a  Federal  quarantine  against  witchweed 
now  infesting  their  countries  and  menacing  the  corn  crops  of  this  country 
.  .   .  .As  of  March  1,  17-g-  million  acres  had  been  signed  under  the  '57  Soil 
Bank  Acreage  Reserve  Program. 

ABC  Nets  Another  Farm  Spot 

Another  Texas  tumbleweed  in  town  this  week  was  Glen  Dunkle ,  formerly 
KGBT;  Harlingen,  getting  boned  up  on  his  new  job  with  the  Highway  Users 
Conference.    He'll  be  stationed  at  Nashville,  Tenn.    Harry  Foehner  has  taken 

the  farm  job  at  KGBT  Happy  as  a  Hollywood  award  winner  is  Merle  Hussong, 

peering  down  from  our  office  wall  as  the  camera  caught  him  accepting  the 
Northern  Calif.  "Emmy"  award  in  '56  for  his  Sunday  TV  show  "Under  the  Capitol 
Dome",  acclaimed  the  best  public  service  program.    Merle  is  public  relations 
director  for  the  Calif.  State  Dept.  of  Agri.  at  Sacramento.    Besides  his  TV 
activities,  Merle  has  microphones  of  two  local  radio  stations  on  his  desk, 

always  at  the  ready   Another  network  farm  bit  joined  the  Sat.  galaxy 

in  Jan.  with  Loyd  Evans  of  KOTO,  Springfield,  Mo.,  doing  a  3-min.  farm  advice 
bit  on  the  Red  Foley  Show,  ABC  radio,  12:30  to  1  p.m.  EST. ,  following  the 

"American  Farmer"  Al  Tiffany,  longtime  WIS,  Chicago,  farm  man,  is 

now  with  Calif.  Farm  Bureau'  Fed. ,  hq..  at  Berkeley,,  working  partly  with  Bill 
Adams  on  CFBF  programs  over  11  station  network  daily  from  KC-0,  San  Francisco. 
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Farm  and  Home  Network  Shovs_  March  11- .1 6 

ABC  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  March  16,  in  new  15-minute  format ,  12:15 
to  12:30  "Top  of  the  Farm  News"  with  Ted  Hutchcroft.    Features:  "Special 
Reports  on  Ag.  Research"  by  Bert  Hutchison,  ARS;  "International  Farming"  by 
Knowlton  Nash;  and  "Farming  in  the  'Tar  Heel1  State"  by  Ted  Hyman. 

NBC  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour"  -  Sat.  March  16,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST. 
"USDA  Headlines"  with  Layne  Beaty.    Features:  "A  Beef  Farm  on  an  Abandoned 
Coal  Mine." 

CCBS  "Agriculture  USA"  with  Hollis  Seavey.    Features:  "Current  Farm 
Program  Developments"  with  Secretary  Benson. 

CBS  "Farm  News"  with  Claude  Mahoney  -  Sat.  March  lo,  9:30  to  9:^5  am  EST. 

USDA-TV  Program  Package  for  mailing  March  1^:    "Crop  Insurance"  giving 
details  on  new  crop  insurance  program  for  1957  in  13  cartoons  and  photos. 

New  TV  Consumer  Package  Series  -  Coming  Up.1 

A  new  service  of  this  office  may  be  finding  its  way  to  consumer- interest 
programmers  on  your  TV  station  right  away.    The  introductory  TV  program  package 
of  a  new  series,  aimed  at  consumers,  is  being  hand-carried  to  many  TV  stations 
by  AMS  and  Ext.  field  folks  as  a  starter  toward  letting  us  know  who  is 
interested  in  this  kind  of  material.    First  one  deals  with  March  plentiful 
foods.    As  we  progress,  we'll  supplement  the  monthly  plentiful  foods  material 
(issued  cooperatively  with  the  Agri.  Mktg.  Serv. )  with  other  consumer  material, 
all  aimed  at  helping  agriculture.    Janet  Christensen  of  our  staff  worked  it 
out  with  Phil  Fleming  and  Plentiful  Foods  folks.    Tell  us  if  you  want  to  see  it. 

Cherchez  La  Femme 

"If  you  had  to  start  a  public  relations  job  for  American  agriculture 
tonight,  just  where  would  you  begin?"  was  the  question.     "With  the  American 
housevrife",  was  the  answer,  given  by  Louis  Wilson,  pub.  rel.  dir.  for  the 
Nat'l  Plant  Food  Institute  and  pres.  of  the  Nat'l  Agri.  Relations  Council, 
during  a  crisp  10-minute  talk  on  "Public  Relations  for  Agriculture"  at  our 
Monday  morning  Off.  of  Info,  staff  meeting  this  week.    "The  way  the  American 
housewife  rates  the  farmer  determines  the  kind  of  agricultural  public  rela- 
tions we  enjoy".    "How  many  American  housewives  know  that  their  food  supplies 
are  costing  them  no  more  today- -relatively  speaking,  than  they  cost  their 
mothers  30  years  ago?" 

The  question  had  been  put  to  him  by  Don  Tuttle,  WGY,  Schenectady,  on  a 
recent  broadcast. 

Demand  for  USDA  Film  Footage 

Our  Motion  Picture  Service  people  tell  us  that  during  the  past  year 
more  and  more  TV  stations  have  discovered  the  USDA  film  footage  library  - 
and  have  drawn  on  it  for  background  news  shorts.    During  the  recent  Great 
Plains  drought  survey,  networks  used  some  USDA  film  footage  for  background 
for  Secretary  Benson's  speeches  and  for  the  President's  drought  region  tour. 


Sincerely, 


RFD  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
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Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


March  15,  1957 
Letter  No.  iGo 


As  you  probably  noticed,  farmers  have  put  quite  a  bit  of  crop  land  in 
the  Soil  Bank  Acreage  Reserve  -  nearly  20  million  acres  of  it.    USDA  also 
announced  this  week  that  most  farmers  who  indicated  they  wanted  to  sign  up 
more  corn  land  under  '57  Acreage  Reserve  agreements  for  corn  will  be  allowed 

an  over- limit  sign  up  For  release  Monday,  AMS  will  report  that  big 

cuts  so  far  this  year  in  hatchings  of  chicks  for  laying  flock  replacement 
improves  the  outlook  for  egg  prices  to  farmers  the  last  half  of  this  year. 
The  smaller  early  hatch  indicates  farmers  will  probably  make  a  larger  cut  in 
the  fall  pullet  flock  than  seemed  likely  earlier.  .  .  .The  Federal  Crop 
Insurance  Corporation  reports  that  last  year  nearly  a  half  billion  dollars 
were  paid  farmers  carrying  all-risk  Crop  Insurance  protection  due  to  crop 
failures  beyond  their  control.    They  bought  and  paid  for  it,  but  are  now  mighty 
glad  they  did. 

Agriculture  Expanding  in  Asia 

Our  FAS  people  are  reporting  that  several  countries  in  South  Asia 
have  embarked  on  vigorous  economic  development  programs,  highlighted  by  more 
food  production.    India  has  imposed  on  herself  very  ambitious  production  goals. 
By  1961,  India  plans  to  up  its  output  of  food  and  fiber  by  28  percent.  Pakistan 
plans  to  spend  nearly  2§  billion  dollars  on  agricultural  improvement.  However, 
the  FAS  trade  specialists  think  South  Asia  may  not  offer  much  competition  to 
U.S.  trade  in  world  farm  markets.    With  China,  it  is  different.    China  is 
clamoring  to  regain  prewar  markets  in  Western  Europe  and  Japan,  the  two  areas 
that  now  take  three-fourths  of  all  U.S.  farm  exports.    What's  more,  the  prices 
and  quality  of  China's  products  are  often  lower  than  ours. 

Advisers  Recommend  Further  Research 


Recommendations  of  several  of  those  Commodity  Committees,  each  composed 
of  10  or  so  persons  outside  the  USDA  appointed  to  advise  the  Secretary  on  re- 
search needed,  were  announced  this  week.    The  Livestock  Advisory  Group  urged 
a  broad,  comprehensive  program  of  investigation,  including  research  on  market- 
ing pork  from  meat-type  hogs  to  learn  more  about  effects  on  prices.    The  Seed 
Group,  among  other  things,  urged  search  for  new  uses  for  honey.    They  need 
the  proverbial  industry  of  honey  bees  to  help  pollinate  their  seed-crops  - 
yields  depend  on  it.    To  pay  keepers  to  keep  bees  around  to  pollinate  crops 
they  need  more  markets  for  the  surplus  honey  the  bees  produce.    The  seed 
advisers  also  ask  for  more  fundamental  research  on  the  influence  of  light  and 

temperature  on  the  sprouting  and  development  of  seeds  The  cotton 

advisers  want  studies  to  strengthen  the  competitive  position  of  cotton.  For 
one  thing,  they  suggest  starting  to  try  to  develop  cotton  that  doesn't  absorb 
so  much  water. 
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NE  Regional  Radio  Workshop 

April  6-7-8  is  the  time.    Hotel  New  Yorker,  New  York  City,  is  the  place. 
Attending  will  he  ahout  100  radio  farm  directors,  county  agts.,  advertising 
people,  station  ragrs.,  home  agents,  and  others.    Purpose:    to  examine  ways  of 
improving  farm  and  home  radio  programming  in  Northeast.    Discussions  to  include: 
analysis  of  radio  problems,  radio's  role  in  communication,  human  "behavior  as 
affected  by  radio,  audience  psychology,  planning  and  promotion,  operational  re- 
search, and  the  importance  of  program  planning  and  promotion.    Sponsors:  NATRFD, 
NAEB,  AAACE,  NARTB,  NACAA,  NPAC,  etc.    For  further  information  write:  Max 
Kirkland,  Workshop  Mgr. ,  Rutgers  Univ. ,  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey.    This  work- 
shop is  separate  from  but  in  conjunction  with,  NE  Regional  AAACE  Meeting  which 
is,  in  turn,  a  joint  meeting  with  Regions  1  and  2  of  NATRFD.    This  is  the  first 
of  a  series  of  workshops.    Other  planned  workshops  are  tentatively  to  be 
located  at  Chicago,  Omaha,  Salt  Lake  City,  Fort  Worth,  and  Atlanta. 

Farm  Broadcasting  Day  Roundup 

Jack  Jackson,  chairman  of  the  National  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  Committee, 
of  NATRFD,  tells  us  the  Committee  will  have  an  exhibit  of  N.F.B.D.  material 
ready  for  the  spring  NATRFD  meeting  here  in  Washington  June  IT,  18  and  19 . 
Meantime  his  summary  of  activities  on  that  famous  day  shows  33  Governors  of 
States  issued  Farm  Broadcasting  Day  proclamations;  mayors  of  29  cities  pro- 
claimed the  day;  and  101  stations  used  state  and  local  officials  and  farmers 
with  statements  on  farm  broadcasting.    Forty- four  stations  reported  farm  broad- 
casting stories  in  editorials  in  local  publications;  news,  sports,  promotion 
and  other  departments  of  9k  stations  cooperated;  56  stations  reported  using 
the  transcribed  statements  provided  through  NARTB,  USDA,  and  NATRFD;  while  51 
stations  reported  sponsors  provided  special  recognition  of  the  day.    At  least 
119  stations  observed  N.F.B.D.  with  special  features;  18  organizations  repre- 
sented by  associate  NATRFD  members  also  provided  special  recognition  of  the 
Day.    Compared  to  other  station  promotions,       stations  rated  the  promotion 
"major",  58  "moderate",  and  l6  "minor".    As  to  results,  17  associate  members 
felt  that  N.F.B.D.  made  representatives  of  their  organization  more  conscious 
of  farm  radio.    The  audience  reaction  to  the  Day  was  listed  as  excellent  by 
kl  stations,  fair  by  50,  and  poor  by  6.    Meanwhile,  our  thanks  to  you  folks  who 
sent  reports  here. 

Progress  in  Market  Promotion  Abroad 

This  week  USDA  announced  another  program  to  develop  and  promote  markets 
for  our  farm  products  abroad.    Under  an  agreement  with  FAS,  the  Oregon  Wheat 
Growers'  League  will  work  with  the  Japanese  Ministry  of  Education  and  private 
industry  on  a  project  which  is  expected  to  promote  a  growing  market  for  U.S. 
wheat  and  dairy  products  in  Japan.    This  project  may  bring  a  half  million  more 
of  Japan's  12  million  primary  school  children  into  the  school  lunch  program. 
Half  those  children  now  get  a  complete  school  lunch.    Milk  is  distributed  to  a 
million  more.    The  remaining  5  million  -  mostly  farmers'  children  -  are  not 
covered  by  the  school  lunch  program.    A  series  of  nutritional  education  meet- 
ings will  be  held  to  explain  the  school  lunch  values  to  Japanese  farm  parents. 
Similar  efforts  to  boost  the  demand  for  U.S.  farm  products  abroad  are  now  in 
operation  in  a  number  of  other  countries;  including  one  to  up  soybean  use  in 
Japan  and  Western  Germany,  another  in  Thailand  to  promote  the  use  of  recombined 
milk,  made  from  non-fat  dried  milk  and  butterfat;  also  four  to  promote  use  of 
U.S.  cotton  in  France  and  Japan,  Spain  and  Italy;  and  others  to  px-omobe  use  of 
U.S.  tobaccos. 
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Of  Mikes  and  Men  -  - 

Henry  Schacht,  KNBC,  San  Francisco,  has  now  racked  up  over  3700  editions 
of  his  daily  "Farmers  Digest".    At  the  rate  of  five  per  week,  figure  out  for 
yourself  how  long  he's  "been  at  it.  .  .  .  .John  Bradshaw,  Toronto,  will  tiptoe 
through  the  tulips  at  the  Tulip  Time  Festival  in  the"  Netherlands  next  month  as 

guest  of  the  Associated  Bulb  Growers  Roddy  Peeples,  KGNO,  Dodge  City, 

is  off  \rith  some  drought- stricken  farmer  friends  to  see  irrigation  in  the  Salt 

River  valley  of  Arizona  this  month  Dewey  Rounds,  recent  grad  of  Okla. 

ACM,  has  joined  KVCO  radio  and  TV  as  ass't  to  Carl  Meyerdirk,  farm  director. 
Dewey  is  an  animal  husb'y  grad.    He  will  help  Carl  with  "^"weekly  farm  features 

 Sam  Schneider,  irrepressible,  indefatigable,  and  irradiant  farm  dir. 

of  KVCO  (R  d  TV)  since  19k0,  is  now  promotion  and  merchandising  mgr.  of  the 
stations.    He's  a  past  president  of  NATRFD. 

Ag.  College  Broadcast  Centennial 

Although  President  Lincoln  didn't  sign  the  Morrill  Act  setting  up  Land- 
Grant  Colleges  until  1862,  and  although  radio  and  TV  didn't  take  the  air  until 
some  several  years  later,  Congressman  Justin  Morrill  of  Vermont,  sponsor  of 
the  Act,  was  evidently  speaking  in  a  more  prophetic  voice  than  he  knew  in  1857. 
Bob  McMillen,  ass't  to  Sec'y  Benson,  points  out  to  us  this  passage  from  a  speech 
delivered  by  Congressman  Morrill  one  hundred  years  ago:    "Let  us  have  such 
colleges  as  may  rightfully  claim  the  authority  of  teachers  to  announce  facts 
and  fix  laws  and  scatter  broadcast  the  knowledge  that  will  prove  useful  in  build- 
ing up  a  great  Nation." 

Skelsey  and  Hutchison  to  Research  Info 

Some  unchronicled  intramural  shifts  have  taken  place  in  recent  months. 
Alice  Skelsey,  wishing  to  spend  more  time  with  home  and  family,  transferred  to 
half-time  job  with  ARS  information,  but  extra- curricularly  is  chairmanning  the 
committee  planning  entertainment  for  wives  at  the  spring  NATRFD  meeting  here 
June  17-19-  Bert  Hutchison,  formerly  KDKA  Pittsburgh,  has  joined  ARS  informa- 
tion as  radio  info,  specialist.    Glad  to  have  you  aboard,  Bert. 

Close-Up  on  Radio  in  Shenandoah 

Jack  Towers  and  I  spent  a  very  educational  night  and  day  at  Harrisonburg, 
Va. ,  this  week,  watching  a  one-man  radio  farm  department  running  on  all 
cylinders.    Picked  for  close  scrutiny  was  Homer  Quann,  USVA,  there  in  the  rich 
Shenandoah  Valley  where  farming  is  diversified  and  all- important .    He  think  a 
few  close  looks  like  this  will  help  us  do  our  job  better  here.    Homer  works 
hard,  on  the  air  from  6  to  7  a.m.  and  12  to  1  p.m.  daily,  plus  a  market  review 
on  TV  at  6:^0  p.m.    Besides  carefully  selecting  and  editing  program  material,  he 
ranges  far  and  wide  in  between,  making  tape  recordings,  attending  meetings  at 
all  hours,  servicing  his  sponsors  and  doing  seme  selling  of  his  shows.  Eesides 
he's  active  in  half  a  dozen  or  so  organizations  connected  to  various  phases  of 
importance  to  the  area.    Like  most  farm  broadcasters  he  enjoys  the  diversity 
and  long  hours  requisite  to  his  job  and  can't  think  of  anything  he'd  rather  do. 
Listener  appreciation,  of  course,  helps  make  this  so. 


These  Are  Good  Shows  -  Are  You  Listenin'? 


NBC  "Farm  Buildings  in  a  Package"    features  "National  Farm  and  Home  Hour" 
Sat.  March  23,  12  to  12:25  p.m.  EST,  with  Layne  Beaty  presenting  Department  news 
of  the  week  in  "USDA  Headlines". 

CCBS  -  the  clear-channel  stations,  that  is  -  will  feature  Under  Secretary 
True  Morse  in  a  report  of  how  the  Rural  Development  Program  is  moving  ahead,  in 
Hollis  Seavey's  "Agriculture  USA". 

CBS  As  usual,  Claude  Mahoney  will  give  his  "Farm  Hews"  with  late  stuff 
on  Sat.  March  23,  9:30  to  9:^5  a.m.  EST. 

ABC  Alex  O'Shea,  "New  Zealand  farm  leader,  looks  at  our  lamb  markets" 
AMS  Cy  Briggs  gives  "The  Marketing  Highlights";  Ted  Hutchcroft  skims  "The  Top 
of  the  Farm  News"  -  all  short  and  snappy  on  "American  Farmer"  -  Sat.  March  23, 
12:15  to  12:30  plus  other  features. 

USDA  -  TV  Package  for  mailing  March  21  -  A  k  min.  37  sec.  film  - 
Beltsville  Newsreel  #8  -  from  USDA  New  Uses  Laboratory  near  Philadelphia  features 
"Cortisone  from  a  SW  Desert  Weed"  and  "Better  Plastics  from  Animal  Fats  that  were 
Thrown  Away." 

Locally  on  WRC-TV  every  Wed.,  we're  doing  a  segment  of  "Today  on  the  Farm"  6:35 
to  6:50  a.m.    This  coming  Wed.  Janet  Christensen,  RCiTV,  gives  "Eggs-Once  Over". 

E-N  C  Regional  NATRFD  Meeting 

From  Barney  Arnold  and  Hayden  Timmons,  WHAS,  tell  us  the  East-North 
Central  Regions  of  NATRFD  will  hold  their  spring  meeting  April  6  and  7  at  the 
Kentucky  Hotel,  Louisville,  where  WHAS  will  have  a  hospitality  room.    And  the 
Louisville  Agriculture  Club  and  Ag.  Comm.  of  Louisville  C  of  C  invite  all  who 
can  be  there  by  dinner  time  Friday  night  April  5  to  dinner  as  their  guests. 
Informal  tours  will  take  in  Churchill  Downs,  International  Harvester,  and  the 
new  $l6  million  Ky.  State  Fair  and  Exposition  Center.    Let  Barney  and  Hayden 
know  your  plans  so  they  can  inform  their  hosts  about  meal  reservations.  .  .  . 
WKY's  (Oklahoma  City)  Jack  Stratton,  informs  us  that  May  2  and  3  are  the  dates 
for  the  Sixth  Annual  National  Land  Judging  Contest,  Third  International  Land 
Pasture  and  Range  Judging  School,  and  Third  National  Pasture  and  Range  Contest, 
at  Oklahoma  City's  new  State  Fairgrounds.    According  to  the  rules,  each  State 
can  send  five  h-E  teams  and  five  FFA  teams .    Adult,  women  and  girls ,  and 

Collegiate  Divisions  are  included  in  the  Contest  Jim  Beall,  U.S. 

Weather  Bureau,  tells. us  the  weather  pro's  at  the  American  Meteorological 
Society  meeting  in  Madison,  Wis.,  May  1^-16  will  tackle  such  topics  as  "Present 
day  weather  measurements  serving  agri culture V    He  thinks  some  of  our  radio 
people  may  be  interested  in  some  of  the  less  technical  sessions.    Judging  by 
what  Jim  and  NATRFD  Prexy  Jack  Timmons  said  about  the  Cotton-Weather  Workshop 
sponsored  by  the  National  Cotton  Council  at  Stonesville,  Miss.,  last  month, 
such  meetings  can  prove  very  helpful  to  both  ag.  radio  and  weathermen. 


Sincerely, 


/  Y  7 — 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief  / 
Radio  &  Television  Service 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information 


tffS.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


March  22,  1957 
Letter  No.  jSl 


This  afternoon  in  Honolulu,  SecVe$a?H^Benson  will  speak  at  the  celebra- 
of  the  golden  anniversary  of  the  Univers^ty'of  Hawaii,  one  of  our  land- grant 
colleges.    He  will  point  out  the  close  relationship  between  the  agricultures 
of  Hawaii  and  mainland  U.S.,  and  indicate  how  they  can,  and  should,  supplement 
each  other.    Although  Hawaii  has  the  second  largest  cattle  ranch  in  the  world, 
it  still  imports  two-fifths  of  its  meat.    The  Secretary  will  suggest  a  vastly 
expanded  livestock  and  poultry  industry  to  fill  the  island's  needs,  and 
promising  markets  for  Hawaiian  flowers  and  other  products. 

Farmers  Spring  Planting  Plans 

Planting  activities  in  the  earlier  parts  of  the  country  have  started 
rather  slowly  this  year  -  because  of  the  weather.    But  the  Crop  Reporting  Board 
said  this  week  chances  are  still  good  for  timely  seeding  of  most  crops.    As  of 
March  1,  the  Board  reports  farmers  were  planning  the  smallest  total  national 
planted  crop  acreage  since  World  War  I.    Decreases  are  providing  a  large  acreage 
for  the  '57  Soil  Bank  acreage  reserve  program  and  important  shifts  between  crops, 
Corn  plantings  will  be  the  smallest  in  70  years.    Even  so,  they  will  be  only 
5  percent  less  than  last  year,  when  we  had  the  second  largest  corn  crop  on 
record  in  spite  of  drought  losses.    Farmers  also  intend  to  plant  less  land  to 
spring  wheat  than  ever  before.    USDA  economists  figure  from  farmers'  intentions- 
to-plant  reports  on  59  crops  that  the  total  planted  acreage  of  those  crops  may 
run  about  12  million  acres  less  than  last  year.    But  weather  and  a  lot  of  other 
things  can  influence  both  final  planting  and  harvest. 

Secretary  Sees  Profound  Changes  Ahead 

Before  taking  off  for  Hawaii,  Secretary  Benson  spoke  to  the  Kern  County 
Potato  Growers  Association  at  Bakersfield,  California.    He  complimented  them 
on  their  splendid  job  of  promotion,  fact-finding,  marketing  guidance,  and 
organization.    He  emphasized  the  importance  of  marketing  and  grade  standards, 
and  noted  the  increasing  importance  of  potato  processing  for  food  which  in  15 
years  has  increased  ten  times  to  reach  39  million  cwt.  in  '56.    The  Secretary 
further  declared  that  there  have  been  more  changes  in  agriculture  in  our  lives 
than  in  all  the  previous  years  since  Bible  times.    He  pointed  out  that  agricul- 
ture is  now  capable  of  sustained  high  production,  and  said:     "We  must  learn 
that  if  supplies  are  abundant,  they  cannot  be  priced  as  if  they  were  scarce. 
This  is  a  problem,  but  it  is  not  only  a  problem;  it  is  also  an  opportunity 
and  a  challenge."    Ours  is  a  challenge  to  see  that  the  fruit  of  our  newly-won 
abundance  is  widely  shared  and  that  our  farm  people  are  not  harmed  by  their 
own  magnificent  performance.    To  this  generation  ccmes  the  opportunity  to 
witness  profound  changes  in  agriculture  -  and  to  help  guide  agriculture  through 
those  changes. 
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The  Camels  are  Coming,  Yo  Ho! 

Sec'y-of-War  Jeff  Davis  had  camels  brought  to  Texas  for  use  of  the  U.S. 
Army.    Later  they  were  moved  to  Alabama  to  carry  cotton  from  farm  to  market. 
Nov  Frank  Raymond,  WCYB-TV,  Bristol,  Va-Tenn. ,  has  extended  his  program  to  a 
full  hour  with  news,  weather,  music,  interviews  and  farm  features,  under  the 
name  "Almanac".    Frank  probably  hasn't  thought  about  it,  but  our  local  authority 
on  such  things  -  "Colonel"  Herndon,  says  "Almanac"  means  "The  place  where  camels 

kneel  down."  The  sort  of  radio  or  TV  weather  report  which  says  it's 

sunny,  when  it's  snowing  right  outside  the  windowless  studio,  can't  happen  at 
Homer  Quann's  WSVA,  Harrisonburg,  Va.    There  several  times  a  day,  the  weather 
reporter,  clothed  to  suit  the  elements,  walks  out  of  the  broadcasting  building 
to  a  little  weather  station  in  the  open  where  the  rain-gauge,  barometer, 
thermometer  and  live  microphone  await  him.    There,  using  a  pocket  transistor 
radio  for  a  monitor,  he  takes  his  cue  and  ad  libs  the  weather.    WSVA  listeners 
like  the  real  weather  sounds,  but  the  Station  really  did  it  because  Shenandoah 
weather  is  hard  to  predict  from  outside  the  Valley.    So,  WSVA's  weather  reports 
are  the  sort  of  remote  broadcasts  that  in  Europe  would  be  called  "actualities". 

Here  is  What  Our  Nets  are  Bringing  Up 

Next  week  the  Clear  Channel  Stations  will  feature  top  officials  of  ACPS, 
CSS,  FS,  and  SCS  who  will  tell  farmers  the  various  ways  the  Acreage  Reserve  will 
help  them.    April  15  is  the  end  of  the  '57  sign-up  under  the  Acreage  Reserve 
program.    Hollis  Seavey  interviews  the  experts. 

The  Airplane  Spray  attack  on  the  Gypsy  Moth  in  the  Northeast,  designed 
to  save  the  hardwood  trees  of  the  East  from  this  pest;  Bert  Hutchison,  ARS, 
will  report  on  ABC,  Sat.  March  30,  on  the  "American  Farmer".    (Several  RFDs 
plan  to  take  a  swipe  at  the  gypsy  moth  about  the  same  time)    On  this  same 
program,  Ted  Hutchcroft  will  report  the  "Top  of  the  Farm  News";  Howard  Davis, 
AMS,  will  tell  what  you've  been  wanting  to  know  about  how  U.S.  food  is 
distributed  abroad;  and  County  Agent  Fred  Batchelder  will  receive  a  fine  salute 
on  his  work  in  Lyon  Co.,  Nevada. 

Highlights  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Agricultural  and 
Chemurgic  Council  on  "Farm  and  Home  Hour"  NEC  Sat.  March  30.    Producer  Milt 
Bliss,  NBC,  also  tells  us  they'll  have  the  farm  boy  who  heads  up  National 
Crippled  Children's  Week. 

Our  First  Color  TV  Package 

This  may  be  era-marking,  if  not  epoch-making.    Thursday,  March  28,  USDA 
will  send  out  to  our  package  cooperators  12  mounted  35  cm  color  slides,  with 
script.    Pressure  Water  Systems  is  the  subject  they  show,  with  pictures  and 
text  from  REA.    Sooner  or  later  we'll  all  be  leading  a  more  colorful  life! 

Gypsy  Moth  Story  for  Release  March  30 

(You  fellows  in  the  Northeast  will  find  enclosed  a  press  release  -  for 
use  not  before  March  30  -  on  the  spray  program  and  background  material  on  the 
gypsy  moth.    Also  we  are  preparing  tapes  on  the  gypsy-moth  problem  which  will 
be  sent  to  you  soon).    Almost  3  million  acres  of  parts  of  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
and  Pennsylvania  will  be  sprayed  with  DDT,  in  the  biggest  aerial  spray  program 
ever  conducted  in  the  East.    It  will  begin  in  mid- April  and  continue  through 
June.    If  it  is  successful  next  year's  spraying  operation  will  move  further 
north  and  east.    Patience  has  ceased  to  be  a  virtue  in  dealing  with  this  pest, 
which  was  held  in  New  England  for  85  years,  and  then  jumped  the  barrier  zone. 
Complete  eradication  is  the  hope  now. 
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Drips  Wins  Gold- Plated  Elephant 

Bill  Drips,  KCIN-TV,  Portland.,  Ore.,  reports  he  new  has  a  nice  "Gold- 
Plated  Elephant"  on  a  pedestal  to  add  to  his  collection.    A  couple  of  weeks  ago 
he  was  awarded  the  "Rosie"  -  Portland's  equivalent  to  an  "Oscar"  -  "by  TV-PREVUE 
magazine,  for  the  "best  TV  farm  show  in  those  parts.    Awards  were  made  on  fan 

votes  Dick  Passage  reports  he  is  free  lancing  three  farm  shows  on  KIMA 

Yakima,  Wash.,  and  has  opened  a  public  relations  office  with  the  Central 
Washington  Fair  and  Toppenish  Rodeo  as  his  first  clients,  and  expects  to  have 
a  food  chain  and  logging  concern  soon.    His  picture  has  gone  up  on  our  Wall  of 

Fame  Harold  (Smitty)  Schmitz,  KFEQ,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  has  added  two 

TV  shows  to  his  on-the-air  activities:    1.    A  15  min.  k-K  leaders  recognition 
show  every  Sat.  for  52  weeks;  and  2.    A  20  min.  Farm  and  Garden  show  with  7 
min.  garden,  8  min.  farm  features,  and  5  min.  farm  news  and  weather,  with  news 

and  weather  sponsored  and  spots  in  other  segments  Vestal  Taylor  has 

transferred  from  WFNC,  Fayetteville,  N.C.  to  WFLB,  same  city,  as  farm  director 
on  radio  and  television.    Congrats,  Vestal,  on  your  recent  victory  in  sanatorium. 

Bunny  Sorts  Eggs  by  Color 

In  a  few  days,  Easter  Rabbit,  painting  his  own  colored  eggs,  will  pop 
out,  against  a  modernistic  "background  of  an  automatic  color  grader  for  eggs, 
on  the  April  cover  of  "Agricultural  Marketing".    This  grader  is  the  one  which 
can  accurately  separate  eggs  over  the  full  range  of  normal  shell  color  ranging 
from  white  to  dark  "brown.    Inside  the  mag,  editor  Milt  Hoffman  includes  an 
article  showing  how  AMS  researchers  have  put  the  "Whammy"" on  "bad  beans.  In 
test  runs,  the  specialists  put  a  batch  of  hand- sorted  "beans  through  an  electric 
eye  device.    No  known  rejects  were  included  in  the  sample,  but  this  eagle-eye 
machine  separated  two  from  the  pack.    Both  were  true  rejects  missed  by  the 

hand- sorters  Other  articles  tell  of  the  institutional  market  for  soybean 

proteins;  the  big  and  growing  seed  business;  and  how  we  use  our  surplus  food. 
It  also  has  an  article  on  the  Perishable  Agricultural  Commodities  Act,  tells 
about  the  new  market  cartons  for  plums;  reviews  kO  years  of  Committee  Price 
Quoting  for  Cotton;  and  indicates  a  need  for  standard  State  egg  laws  and 
regulations  Among  the  marketing  briefs  on  the  changing  market,  the  re- 
searchers mention  the  big  market  expansion  in  molasses,  during  the  past  eight 
years.    The  molasses  moves  up  Ole  Man  River  to  terminals  where  it  is  picked  up 
by  tank  trucks  which  carry  it  to  livestock  feeders  and  feed-mixing  centers. 
The  routine  checkers  find  that  tank  trucks  readily  compete  with  railroads  at 
distances  under  250  miles. 

More  Little  Pigs  to  Market 

From  its  March  survey  of  the  pig  plans  of  farmers  in  9  Corn  Belt 
States  (Ohio,  Ind. ,  111.,  Wis.,  Minn.,  Iowa,  Mo.,  S.D. ,  andKans.)  the  Crop 
Reporting  Board  finds  hog  growers  intend  to  have  slightly  more  sows  farrowing 
this  spring  than  they  indicated  in  December.    So  far,  pigs  saved  per  litter 
are  running  at  or  near  record.    AMS  economists  say  the  indications  are  that 
hog  production  is  again  on  the  increase,  but  pork  production  for  the  rest  of 
this  year  will  stay  pretty  close  to  that  of  last  year.  .  .  .Spring  is  here. 
But  don't  blame  us.    Since  you've  got  to  do  something  about  that  lawn,  you 
might  as  well  do  it  right.    We  enclose  USDA  Home  and  Garden  Bulletin  Wo.  51, 
on  the  establishment,  maintenance,  renovation,  lawn  problems,  and  grasses  for 
"Better  Lawns" ,  the  opening  sentence  of  which  is  "You  don't  have  to  be  an  ex- 
pert to  grow  a  good  lawn" .    They  might  have  added:  "but  it  helps". 
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Hybrid  Vigor  in  Farm  Broadcasting 

Out  in  North  Dakota  where  the  wind  blows  free  and  Red  River  (of  the 
North)  potatoes  have  been  said  to  jump  out  of  the  ground,  peel  and  French  fry 
themselves  for  a  rendezvous  with  corn  fed  beefsteak,  Dave  Bateman,  Ext.  R&TV, 
applies  the  hybrid  vigor  of  a  native  Arkansan  turned  Dakotan  (via  Iowa)  to  his 
big  radio  and  TV  output.    Besides  making  films  for  his  TV  station  cooperators 
with  little  more  equipment  than  camera  and  screw  driver,  Dave  keeps  a  tape 
service  going  daily  to  17  radio  stations  (kji  min. )  and  15  minutes  daily  on  two 
stations.    TV- vase,  he  produces  a  daily  15  minute  show  on  a  three- station 
hookup:    KXJB-TV,  Valley  City;  KCJB-TV,  Minot;  and  KBMB-TV,  Bismarck.    Now  in 
its  third  year,  the  program,  Dave  figures,  reaches  over  60,000  to  100,000 
viewers  in  sparsely  populated  North  Dakota.    Knowing  busy  housewives  are 
listening  to  TV  while  puttering  around  the  house,  he'll  say  to  them  on  the  air: 
"Mrs.  Housewife,  if  you're  busy  in  the  kitchen  now,  come  in  for  a  minute,  I 
want  to  show  you  something,  then  you  can  go  on  back."    Whereupon  Dave  makes 
use  of  the  visual  in  question,  then  continues  to  make  his  point  by  audio. 
Recently,  he  ran  a  short  course  for  feeders  on  the  above  three  stations  plus 

KDIX-TV  Dickinson  Re  the  importance  of  audio  on  TV,  one  can  add  the 

comment  of  Bill  Zipf ,  WBNS,  Columbus,  Ohio,  who  contends  that  some  of  the  view- 
ers might  be  blind,  anyway. 

Fruits  and.  Vegetables  on  Color  TV 

Soon  Nature's  choicest  fruits  and  vegetables  will  show  up  on  TV.  Jules 
Renaud,  R£.TV,  says  when  he  tried  a  whole  market  basket  of  them  on  WNBQ,  Chicago, 
and  WCAU,  Philadelphia,  last  summer,  he  noticed  a  fresh  cucumber  placed  in  front 
of  a  light  background  looked  black,  but  was  a  natural  dark  green  color  when 
placed  on  a  red  or  blue  dish.    Tomatoes,  carrots,  red  potatoes,  oranges,  water- 
melons and  similar  colored  fruits  and  vegetables  in  the  middle  color  ranges 
looked  very  natural  on  the  control  room  monitors.    Blueberries  in  a  box  were 
difficult  to  light  satisfactorily  for  good  reproduction.    But  individual  black- 
berries on  a  gray  or  tan  plate  looked  very  natural.    Cantaloupes  looked  more 
reddish  than  normal,  but  watermelon  red  was  excellent. 

New  1  Minute  TV  Film  on  Beef 

(For  A.M.  Release  April  l)    Throughout  the  next  two  months,  with  the 
peak  from  May  9  to  May  18,  the  livestock  industry  is  backing  a  campaign  to 
boost  the  use  of  beef  -  cattle  numbers  are  at  record  level.    USDA  is  cooperating. 
Today  it  releases  a  new  1-minute  TV  film  on  beef.    This  new  public  service  film 
was  produced  to  inform  consumers,  in  an  entertaining  animated  cartoon  of  a 
carnival  strong-man,  that  plenty  of  beef  is  available  for  them.    The  film  is 
being  distributed  to  television  stations  in  16  mm,  black-and-white,  sound-on 
film.    It  is  part  of  USDA's  efforts  to  expand  farm  markets  through  more  use. 

Sincerely, 

Layne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television  Service 
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To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 
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From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


Dear  Farm  Broadcaster: 


March  29,  1957 
Letter  No.  7  62 


This  week  Secretary  Benscn  made  two  "Important  statements  of  special 
interest  to  many  farm  listeners.    One  was  His  caution  to  hog  farmers  to  hold 
close  to  their  spring  pig  crop  plans  so  as  not  to  get  too  many  hogs.  The 
other  was  the  statement  he  filed  with  the  ICC,  opposing  the  boost  in  freight 
rates  on  farm  commodities  and  supplies,  asked  for  "by  the  railroads. 

If  you  want  that  complete  verified  statement  about  the  railroad  freight 
rates,  and  the  other  verified  documents  which  went  with  it,  let  us  know  and  we 
will  get  you  copies.    Those  documents  include  verified  statements  on  the  way 
farmers  earnings  on  27  types  of  commercial  family- ope rated  farms  have  gene 
down  and  how  earnings  of  the  Class  I  railroads  have  gone  up  in  recent  years. 
As  Secretary  Eenson  pointed  out,  since  the  end  of  World  War  II  we've  had  lh 
general  increases  in  railroad  freight  rates.    Freight  rates  for  agricultural 
products  are  now  83  percent  higher  than  in  '46.    For  animals  and  products  the 
freight  rates  run  10k  percent  higher.    On  the  other  hand,  farmers  have  recently 
averaged  k  percent  lower  prices  than  they  averaged  in  '46.    The  Secretary  says 
the  higher  marketing  costs,  including  higher  freight  rates,  have  been  one  of 
the  important  reasons  for  the  drop  in  farmers'  income. 

Secretary  Urges  Careful  Hcg  Plans 

Following  the  March  1  intentions  of  farmers  in  the  nine  Corn  Belt 
States  to  maintain  spring  farrowing s  about  the  same  as  last  year,  which  we 
reported  to  you  last  week,  Secretary  Benson  noted  that  those  States  usually 
account  for  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  Nation's  spring  pig  crop,  and  farmers 
will  scon  be  making  their  plans  for  the  fall  pig  crop.    With  recent  hog  prices 
mere  favorable  than  prices  a  year  ago,  he  emphasized  that  farmers  can  maintain 
their  relatively  favorable  position  by  keeping  production  steady.    He  stressed 
that  hog  farms  should  make  their  breeding  plans  on  the  basis  of  expected 
prices  at  the  time  of  sale,  rather  than  on  prices  at  the  time  of  breeding. 
With  comparatively  little  change  in  pig  crops,  prices  at  the  time  of  marketing 
should  not  be  much  different  from  prices  during  the  past  several  months.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  production  is  expanded,  substantially  lower  prices  would 
probably  result. 

Four  Spots  on  Deadline  for  Sign-Up:    April  15  is  the  last  day  farmers  can  sign 
Soil  Bank  Conservation  Reserve  contracts  that  will  be  effective  in  1957-  That's 
an  important  date  for  farmers  to  know  about.    We  enclose  four  spot  announcements 
from  Gordon  "Soil  Bank"  Webb  to  help  you  remind  your  farmers  of  this  deadline 
on  the  Soil  Bank  Conservation  Reserve  for  '57. 
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EFRTA  President  Gets  Lift 

The  Rome  meeting  of  the  European  Farm  Radio  and  Television  Association, 
mentioned  in  this  Letter  seme  weeks  ago,  provided  your  old  world  counterparts 
with  a  real  lift,  "both  figuratively  and  literally.    Now,  the  Association's 
Farm  Radio  News  is  appearing  in  four  languages,  ably  edited  "by  Hilary  Phillips 
of  the  BBC,  London,  with  assists  from  FAO,  Wolf  von  Tucher  of  the  Bavarian 
Network,  Raymond  Cherrier  of  the  French  Radio,  and  Renato  Vertunni  of  the 
Radio  Italy.    We've  had  a  copy  of  Vol.  2,  No.  1  of  the  "News"  on  our  desk 
for  about  two  weeks.    It  carries  full  reports  of  the  EFRTA  Rome  meeting. 
Hilary  notes  "At  the  beginning  of  the  conference  we  nearly  lost  our  president, 
Harry  Hunt,  BBC.    We  were  already  treating  him  gently  and  with  special  care 
because  of  a  monumental  cold  which  he  had  developed.    Then,  as  we  ushered 
him  into  the  automatic  lift  in  the  impressive  FAO  building,  the  doors  closed 
behind  him  and  he  was  whisked  away.    It  was  fifteen  minutes  before  we  met  up 
with  him  again,  and  we  understand  that  in  the  interval  he  had  made  an  accidental 
tour  of  the  boiler  rooms."  .  .  .  .Cur  congratulations,  not  only  to  Harry  on 
getting  back  at  all,  but  to  EFRTA  for  its  new  vigor  and  will  to  use  meetings 
and  other  lifts  to  professional  improvement. 

Speaking  of  Meetings  -  Here  Are  Dates 

Jack  Towers  and  I  hope  to  see  many  of  you  next  weekend  in  New  York  at 
the  NE  Farm  Radio  Workshop,  the  NE  Regional  NATRFD,  and/or  the  NE  Regional 
AAACE  meeting,  all  under  the  same  roof,  The  Hotel  New  Yorker,  April  6-7-8  -- 
We  hope  some  of  the  other  of  you  will  tell  us  all  about  what  goes  on  at  the 
gathering  of  E.N.C.  NATRFDs  on  the  same  April  6  and  7  at  the  Kentucky  Hotel, 
in  Louisville.    That's  another  we  wish  we  didn't  have  to  pass  up  —  Ted 
Hyman,  Chairman  SE  Regional  NATRFD,  assures  us  that  the  following  weekend, 
April  12-1^,  "Sir  Walter"  and  the  SE  NATRFD  want  us  all  down  in  Raleigh 
while  Marvin  Vines,  KTHS,  chairman,  Region  6,  NATRFD,  adds  a  nostalgic  note 
to  his    invitation  for  that  meeting  on  April  26  through  April  28  by  the  mere 
mention  of  Dallas,  and  the  Adolphus  Hotel.  .  .  .  .Mike  McDougald,  until 
recently  farm  program  director  for  WSB,  Atlanta,  writes  that  the  new  station 
WCEK,  Canton,  Ga. ,  of  which  he  is  manager  and  co-owner,  will  begin  broad- 
casting April  1. 

New  Milk  Record  in  1957? 

This  morning  USDA's  Outlook  and  Situation  Beard  released  its  March 
analysis  of  the  Dairy  Situation.    These  economists  expect  milk  production  may 
reach  a  new  high  record  this  year,  maybe  around  2  billion  pounds  more  than 
the  revised  '56  total  of  125*7  billion  pounds.    That  will  be  because  milk 
production  per  cow  seems  likely  to  set  new  records.    Actually  farmers  will 
have  1  percent  fewer  milk  cows  on  hand.    The  specialists  point  out  that  in 
the  past  ten  years  milk  production  per  cow  in  the  U.S.  has  increased  20  percent; 
with  increases  ranging  from  5  percent  in  Alabama  to  37  percent  in  Florida. 
Eack  in  the  late  '30's  and  early  'lt-0's,  milk  stock  were  more  than  50  percent 
of  all  our  cattle.    Now  they  are  only  about  36  percent,  because  beef  stock 
have  been  going  up  while  milk  stock  have  trended  slowly  downward.    The  experts 
say  the  proportion  of  dairy  cattle  to  all  cattle  is  likely  to  continue  to 
decline  in  the  long  run  though  an  increase  is  likely  in  the  next  few  years  as 
beef  numbers  are  reduced.    They  figure  the  production  of  milk  per  cow  will 
continue  upward  and  expect  the  increase  in  the  next  ten  years  will  run  at 
least  as  large  as  in  the  past  ten  years.    Prices  to  farmers  for  milk  and 
butterfat  are  likely  to  be  the  same  as  a  year  earlier  the  rest  of  1957. 
National  support  levels  are  unchanged  and  continued  large  production  will  keep 
prices  at  such  levels  most  of  the  time. 
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Ag.  Look- Li st en  Subjects  on  Nets 

Burins  the  coming  week,  USDA  will  mail  its  TV  Program  Package  customers 
some  15  photos  and  script  showing  the  Dairy  Feeds  of  the  Future:    Our  scientists 
predict  high-energy  feeds  will  top  cow  menus.    They  preview  these  feeds  coming 
from  grass- legume  crops,  urea,  molasses  and  fats. 

Next  Saturday  the  Farm  Labor  Situation  will  make  top  listening  on  the 
Farm  and  Home  Hour  over  NBC.    Producer  Milt  Bliss  is  already  lining  up  some  of 
our  experts  on  who  is  going  to  do  the  work,  and  where. -When? — April  6. 

Also  April  6  on  ABC  with  an  assist  from  Mel  Eckard,  Colorado  A  &  M, 
the  "Story  on  Moisture  Survey"    will  tell  the  prospects  for  irrigation  and 
ground  water  for  farmers  in  the  Plains  this  summer.    On  the  same  show,  Gov. 
Bob  Tootell,  FCA,  will  celebrate  the  kOth  Birthday  of  Farm  Credit. 

For  the  clear-channel  stations,  Hollis  Seavey  is  sending  out  a  tape 
report  on  his  Session  with  some  of  the  agricultural  leaders  of  the  Senate. 

Photos  Help  Tell  Ag,  Story 

As  part  of  the  2nd  Biennial  1957  International  Photographic  Exposition 
at  the  Armory  here  this  week,  USDA  and  other  U.S.  agencies  are  cooperating  with 
exhibits  of  their  photo  work.    Downstairs  in  the  patio,  the  Department  presents 
a  dramatization  of  photography  in  agriculture,  used  as  a  means  of  communicating 
and  recording  Agriculture  information.    Camera- carrying  visitors  are  having  a 
field-day  inside  snapping  the  live  little  lambs  at  breakfast,  dinner,  and 
supper,  while  a  larger  flock  grazes  peacefully  in  the  blown-up  photo  background. 
The  exhibit  includes  prize  action  shots,  electron  micrography,  etc.,  from  USDA 
files.    Its  pictures  of  plants  introduced  into  the  U.S.  since  1900,  alone  con- 
tains over  200,000  negatives  and  photography  has  had  an  important  place  in 
USDA  work  since  1891.    USDA  now  produces  film  strips  on  150  subjects  for  public 
distribution.    In  the  early  20' s,  the  Department's  Motion  Picture  Service 
developed  time-lapse  equipment  to  show  plants  growing.    In  1930*  USDA 
developed  use  of  light  weight  lithographic  plates  on  office  duplication 
machines.    In  the  mid- thirties,  it  began  surveying  land  by  photo  from  the 
air  for  use  in  its  production  control  programs.    In  the  late  30' s,  it 
developed  microfilming  equipment  for  administrative  records.    In  '50  it  made 
the  first  successful  hi-fi  color  recording  of  an  agricultural  commodity.  Of 
course,  nowdays,  as  more  TV  people  are  coming  to  realize,  the  general  trend 
toward  visualizing  public  information  is  making  photographs  an  even  more 
important  part  of  USDA's  job  than  ever  before. 

Close-Up  on  Education  by  TV 

The  day  when  Junior  does  his  arithmetic  (lesson)  in  front  of  the  TV 
set  with  teacher's  approval  has  arrived.    So  report  Janet  Christensen,  Jules 
Renaud,  and  Ted  Hutchcroft,  who  went  to  have  a  look  at  the  new  closed  circuit 
experimental  television  setup  in  Hagerstown,  Md.    In  the  present  phase  of  an 
expanding  five-year  program,  almost  all  grades  in  eight  schools  there  have 
approximately  one  lesson  per  day  by  TV  that  is  carefully  followed  through  by 
the  classroom  teacher  in  subjects  from  geometry  to  music.    Progress  reports 
and  evaluations  are  planned  covering  phases  like  adapting  the  mass  presenta- 
tion to  varying  individuals. 

John  McDonald  Gets  Award     Federal  Civil  Defense  Admr.  Val  Peterson  has  pre- 
sented  John  McDonald  (WSM,  Nashville )  a  special  certificate  for  leadership  in 
publicizing  and  promoting  the  first  national  Civil  Defense  Week  last  Sept. 
John  is  past  pres.  of  NATRFD,  was  a  member  of  the  Rural  Defense  Committee  of 
FCD  last  year. 
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Europe  Gains  from  U.S.  Hybrid  Corn 

Seventeen  European  and  Mediterranean  countries  have  reported  cask  gains 
amounting  to  almost  $68  million  from  the  use  of  hybrid  corn  varieties ,  wifth 
only  9  percent  of  the  total  corn  acreage  sown  to  hybrid  varieties.    FAO  Dir. 
Gen'l  Sen  figures  when  those  countries  increase  their  hybrid  corn  acreage  to.i 
25,  50  or  75  percent  of  the  total  land  in  corn,  they  will  get  a  tremendously 
larger  increase  in  food  and  feed.    Forty-two  of  the  most  promising  American 
and  Canadian  hybrids  were  tried  oiit  over  a  five-year  period  in  28  countries 
and  territories  in  Europe  and  the  Mediterranean  region  to  find  the  best  adapted 
varieties. 

Red  Light  Colors  Apples  Red  (Release  Apr.  3) 

In  the  April  issue  of  USDA's  "Agricultural  Research"  Department  re- 
searchers report  that  they  have  proved  that  light  does  have  an  effect  on  the 
development  of  red  color  in  apples.    They  tried  red  varieties  of  apples  out 
under  different  wave  lengths  of  light  from  red  to  blue-violet.    They  say  each 
variety  turned  red  fastest  when  exposed  to  the  red  light  of  the  spectrum  .  .  . 
Livestock  specialists  of  USDA  have  successfully  used  zinc  to  treat  a  serious 
mange-like  disease  of  hogs  called  parakeratosis.    By  increasing  the  amount  of 
zinc  in  the  pig's  diet  80  parts  per  million,  they  not  only  cured  but  pepped  up 
the  pigs  generally.    They  say  that  parakeratosis  has  been  inadvertently  caused 
in  the  past  by  feeding  mineral  mixtures  with  too  much  high- calcium  bone  meal 
and  little  or  no  zinc.    A  lot  still  needs  to  be  done  to  determine  how  much  of 
such  trace  elements  the  animals  need.  .  .  .In  another  article,  ARS  economists 
say  that  although  farmers  produced  almost  kO  percent  more  last  year  than  in 
19^0,  they  still  have  a  big  production  job  ahead.    By  1975  it  seems  likely 
we'll  need  25  percent  bigger  output  than  last  year.    Meat  animal  production 
may  have  to  be  about  35  percent  more  and  milk  production  20  percent  more. 

Fire  Ant  Control 

Recent  spread  of  the  imported  fire  ant  in  the  Gulf  States,  the  special- 
ists claim,  has  shown  the  inadequacy  of  hit-or-miss  individual  control 
measures.    They  say,  however,  that  effective  community  action  can  control  the 
pest.    If  you  want  to  help  fight  this  pest  or  to  learn  more  about  it,  write 
for  USDA  Leaflet  350,  "The  Imported  Fire  Ant  —  How  to  Control  It." 

Other  Developments  this  Week 

USDA  and  111.  Ag.  Exp.  Station  scientists  report  that  feeding  and  water- 
ing, which  account  for  about  a  third  of  the  usual  chore  work  with  a  laying 
flock,  can  be  reduced  from  k2  hours  a  year  per  100  hens,  when  hand  methods 
are  used,  to  about  3  hours  using  mechanical  equipment  in  large  operations 

 Today  REA  announced  emergency  storm  damage  loan  to  another  Kansas 

Electric  system,  a  third  of  the  system  will  have  to  be  rebuilt.  .  .Stock 
losses  in  parts  of  the  Plains  were  reported  heaviest  because  of  smothering 
by  snow  -  with  the  shorter  legged  calves  suffering  most. 


Sincerely, 


'ayne  Beaty,  Chief 
Radio  &  Television  Service 
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